
April  7, 1976 

Donald  Ryan 

Laboratory  Supervisor  

Columbia  Falls  Reduction  Plant  

The Anaconda Company 

Aluminum  Division  

Coludbia  Falls,  Montana 59912 

Dear  Mr. Ryan: 
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It  was a pleasure  to visit  you and Jack Conavan this  past  week and 
discuss  methods for  monitoring  floride  in  the atmosphere.  

As I indicated  to you at that  time,  the State  of Montana has required  
that  I Install  a four-station  network  of calcium  formate  paper  samplers  as 
part  of the air  quality  baseline  monitoring  program  in  the West Fork Still-  • 
water  area.  This  baseline  study  is  being  conducted  by the Thorne Ecological  
Institute  (a non-profit  group in  Boulder,  Colorado),  under  contract  with  
Johns  Manville.  I-am  working  with  Thorne Ecological  InstitUte  as an inde-
pendent  consultant  for  climate  and air  quality.  

Both  meteorology  and air  quality  monitoring  and modeling  for  the Still-
water  airshed  above Nye, Montana are included  in  this  effort.  I have discussed  
the  project  with  Frank  Laird  of your  company and am planning  to exchange data  
with  him'.  

The enlarged  air  quality  monitoring  program  begun this  past  month includes  
trace  metal  analysis  in  air  borne particulates  and in  vegetation;  and 502, NO 
and floride  sampling  on a routine  basis.  At the present  time,  I have, through  
my affiliation  with  Colorado  State  University,  the capacity  for  all  analyses  
except  ambient  floride  concentration.  I would like  therefore,  to begin  nego-
tiations  with  Anaconda for  having  the calcium  formate  paper  samples analyzed  
in  your  laboratory  by yourself  or your  staff.  

Two calcium  formate  papers  at each station  will  be exposed for  28 day 
periods.  Two blanks  will  also  be provided  for  calibration,  since  it  is  expected  
that  the samples,  even after  a month's  exposure  will  record  near zero  concentra-
tions  of floride.  It  is  anticipated  that  the first  samples will  be ready  for  
analysis  on or after  June 1 and the program  will  continue  for  one year.  

At  this  time  I need from you: (a) An indication  that  your  company can 
provide  this  service;  and (h) The cost  per month for  the analysis.  If  you 
need additional  information,  you may call  me collect,  (303)  491-5073  a. office  
or  (303)  482-4524  - home. 

Sincerely,  

e.)ael ted.,aaa- e: 7114-1-e-atabl--  

William  E. Marlatt  

cc:  Frank  Laird  

David  Zimmerman 
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